
Using the College / Sixth 
Form tool to find the best fit 

(post-16)



What’s important to me? (3 mins)

• Write down three things that are most important to you when considering the 

colleges / sixth forms you want to apply to. 

• Explain your answer. Use the example to help.

a) Distance from 

home / location

b) Qualification levels 

and types on offer

c) Full / part time 

study options

d) Type, e.g. sixth 

form college

e) Course duration
f) Size of the college / 

sixth form
g) Ofsted rating

h) Alumni 

employment rate

I chose… h) course duration because… I’d like to apply to university in two years’ time.



Sixth form FE college Sixth form college

Sixth form, FE college, or sixth form college? (3 mins)

Choose one of the settings and note down at least one pro and one con.

• FE colleges offer a more 

independent environment 

than a school or sixth form.

• They tend to offer A levels, 

BTECs, technical 

qualifications, NVQs, and 

diplomas. 

• They cater to students 16+, 

including adults. 

• Sixth forms are usually on the 

same site as a secondary 

school.

• They tend to offer A levels 

and BTECs.

• They mostly cater to students 

aged 16-18.

• Sixth form colleges are like 

FE colleges as they’re not 

linked to a secondary school. 

• They may offer more courses 

than a traditional sixth form. 

• They mostly cater to students 

aged 16-18.



Choose one of the settings and note down at least one pro and one con.

Sixth form FE college Sixth form college

• Wide range of subjects.

• Wide range of qualifications: 

academic and vocational.

• Larger class sizes.

• You’ll need to be more self-

motivated and independent. 

• Familiarity with the setting if 

you stay at your school’s 

sixth form.

• Smaller class sizes.

• Less subjects and 

qualifications on offer.

• Less independence.

• Peers of similar age to you.

• A ‘bridge’ between school 

and higher education.

• Larger class sizes.

• You’ll need to be more self-

motivated and independent. 

Sixth form, FE college, or sixth form college? 

There’s no ‘best’ further education setting. What’s considered a pro to one person 

might be a con to another person.



Using the College / Sixth Form tool: demo (7 mins)

When you have internet access, you can use the College / 

Sixth Form tool to identify courses that might suit you.

Today, we’ll review the steps you need to take on the tool 

and explore key discussion questions.



Using the College / Sixth Form tool

Discuss:

1. What are the benefits of 

choosing a subject that 

you currently study at 

school?

2. What are the benefits of 

choosing a subject that 

is new to you?

You’ll need to select up to 10 subject(s) you’d like 

to study at college / sixth form.



Using the College / Sixth Form tool

You’ll need to select the maximum distance you’d be 

prepared to travel to a college / sixth form.

Discuss:

1. What mode of transport do you plan to use to get 

to college / sixth form?

2. What’s one advantage of this mode of transport?

3. What’s one disadvantage of this mode of 

transport?



Using the College / Sixth Form tool

You’ll then be on your longlist. By default, the courses are ranked by distance, and 

are split into three categories.

You can normally apply to as many colleges and sixth 

forms as you like. Unless you’re staying on at your 

school’s own sixth form, you’ll often need to write a 

personal statement for each institution.

How many colleges / sixth forms can I apply to?



Using the College / Sixth Form tool

You’ll then be on your longlist. By default, the courses are ranked by distance, and 

are split into three categories.

Even if you have your heart set on a certain sixth 

form or college, it’s a good idea to give yourself 

options in case your first choice doesn’t work out. 

“But I already know where I want to go!”



Using the College / Sixth Form tool

Up to and including GCSEs:

• GCSEs

• Entry / level 1/2 certificates / awards / diplomas

• Level 1/2 BTECs

• Level 1/2 NVQs

Entry – level 2

You’ll then be on your longlist. By default, the courses are ranked by distance, and 

are split into three categories.



Using the College / Sixth Form tool

You’ll then be on your longlist. By default, the courses are ranked by distance, and 

are split into three categories.

A levels and equivalent:

• A and AS levels

• T levels

• Scottish Highers

• International Baccalaureate (IB)

• Level 3 BTECs

Level 3



Using the College / Sixth Form tool

You’ll then be on your longlist. By default, the courses are ranked by distance, and 

are split into three categories.

Above A levels, e.g.

• Foundation degrees

• Degrees

• Level 4/5/6 certificates / awards / diplomas 

Levels 4 - 6
Courses in the final column might only be 

suitable for students aged 18+ or who already 

have level 2/3 qualifications.

Check the entry requirements for each course 

carefully.



Using the College / Sixth Form tool

You’ll then be on your longlist. By default, the courses are ranked by distance, and 

are split into three categories.

You can ‘rank’ and ‘filter’ the courses to help 

you find the best matches.



Independent learning

• Use the College / Sixth Form search tool to 

research which courses are best for you.

• You can also complete the ‘comparison 

table’ to help you work out which courses 

you want to apply to.

• Visit the Know-how library to read about UK 

colleges and sixth forms.



Reflection: course levels (2 mins)

When viewing your longlist, by default, the courses are ranked by distance, and are 

split into three categories.

Discuss:

What course level(s) do you plan to apply to 

and why?




